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Wayne Unten works for Disney.

Eren Unten has illustrated more than 20 children’s books.

FROM SKETCHES TO SUCCESS

Pencil Mileage Club sharpens art students’ skills

With an illustration portfolio of more 
than 20 children’s books, including 
collaborations with Penguin Random 
House, Disney, Hasbro, Nickelodeon 
and NBC, Cal State Fullerton alumna 
Eren Unten attributes much of her pro-
fessional success to the opportunities 
provided by the university’s Pencil Mile-
age Club.

Since 1996, PMC has provided a space 
for aspiring animators and illustrators 
to build skills, collaborate and forge 
lasting friendships. The club also offers 
opportunities for students to visit stu-
dios and network with industry profes-
sionals.

“Some of the fondest memories I have 
are the studio visits and working late 
in the animation room with friends,” 
shared Eren ’03 (B.F.A. art-entertain-
ment art/animation). “Another fond 
memory is how I got to hang out with 
the person who would later become my 
husband.”

Her husband, Wayne Unten, who 
earned a bachelor’s degree in art-en-
tertainment art/animation in 2003, has 
been a character animator at Walt Dis-
ney Animation Studios since 2005. He 
has worked on films like “Bolt,” “Frozen,” 
“Wreck-It Ralph” and “Moana.” Most re-
cently, he was the head of animation on 
Disney’s new film, “Wish.” 

He, too, acknowledges PMC’s influ-
ence on his career. Despite his busy 
schedule, he remains connected through 
the club’s social media and Disney Ani-
mation Studios outreach events.

“As a past member of Pencil Mileage 
Club and a CSUF alum, I enjoy talking 
to students whenever I have a chance,” 
Wayne Unten said. “I remember how 
challenging learning animation could 
be, but also how fun and inspiring it 
was to attend talks from those working 
in the industry. 

“Animation is a craft, and like any 
craft, the knowledge of it is passed 
down from one generation to the next,” 
he said. “It’s always a pleasure when I 
get to be a part of that.”

As one of the largest and oldest stu-
dent organizations in the College of the 
Arts, PMC prepares students to thrive 
in the animation industry. The couple 
praises PMC not just for its professional 
impact but for creating a community of 
enduring personal support. To this day, 
the Untens remain close with friends 
they met through the club. 

“Pencil Mileage Club is one of the big-
gest support systems that visual artists 
and people interested in the animation 
industry have on campus,” said Ramón 
Aquino, the club’s current president. 
“People who graduate from Pencil Mile-
age Club work professionally in the in-

dustry, and many prospective students 
come to CSUF to be part of PMC.”

Aquino is committed to expanding 
membership and creative initiatives. He 
also gave some backstory as to how the 
club earned its name. 

The term “pencil mileage” comes 
from industry professionals who often 
tell students that they need to “get in 
their pencil mileage.” This means that 
they need to spend time drawing and 
expanding their skill sets. That’s what 
the club is all about, explained Aquino. 

Students have opportunities to ex-
pand their skills through various events, 
including Arts Week. The club hosts an 
annual Arts Week in collaboration with 
the Arts Inter-Club Council to promote 
performing and visual arts for the cam-
pus community. The club also hosts an 
annual film festival in May, which show-
cases student films in 2D, 3D, stop-mo-
tion and live-action. 

The 24 Hours Animation Contest is 
a global competition in which students 
create a 30-second animated film in 
just 24 hours. Pencil Mileage Club has 
been participating in the contest for 
more than 10 years. In 2023, 65 stu-
dents from CSUF competed, creating 
13 animated films.
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Aquino, who previously worked as a 
production intern at Cartoon Network, 
said the club is preparing him for a ca-
reer in production management, out-
reach and recruitment.  

“Not only has Pencil Mileage Club 

given me the technical skills and abili-
ties necessary to improve in my craft, 
but it also has helped me connect with 
peers, alumni and faculty to build a 
community and safe learning environ-
ment,” said Aquino.

ARTS

Jon Bruschke knew he was onto 
something big when he overheard his 
16-year-old daughter, Andromeda, sing-
ing at home.

But she wasn’t belting out a tune by 
one of her favorites, Taylor Swift.

Rather, the Fullerton Union High 
School student was singing a song from 
her father’s first musical, “Change the 
Game,” staged Jan. 5-6 at the Laguna 
Beach Cultural Arts Center and being 
shopped around for potential perfor-
mances at other venues.

Bruschke is a professor and speech 
and debate coach at CSUF, so a musical 
isn’t the first thing that comes to mind 
when guessing a pet project of his.

But Bruschke, who’s been playing 
the keyboards and writing songs since 
he was 18 years old, is a member of the 
“three-chord rock band” True to the 
Universe, a longtime fixture on Orange 
County’s live music scene.

So, tunes are in his blood.
And Bruschke’s multicultural and 

high-achieving speech and debate team 
at CSUF was the inspiration of “Change 
the Game,” a story about grassroots em-
powerment, local politics, a patchwork 
community of young adults from differ-
ent ethnic backgrounds, and with the 
message that maybe it’s not how to win, 
but rather how to change the game.

As for Andromeda singing her father’s 
original songs?

She’s one of the 14 members of the cast 
of “Change the Game,” many of whom 
are CSUF alumni or current students.

Andromeda, who has been dancing 
since age 3 and sings and acts, plays a 
student/reporter and is one of five mem-
bers of a quasi-chorus who perform in 
the musical.

The plot
The plot centers on students at the 

fictional Cal State San Marita who con-
vince their political philosophy profes-
sor to take on big-money developers and 
run for local office. It’s a story of under-
dogs who take on the system by com-
ing together to make a difference in the 
world by changing their community.

“They succeed not by beating people 
at their own game but by changing what 
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“Change the Game,” written and directed by CSUF speech and debate professor Jon Br-
uschke, was staged at the Laguna Beach Cultural Arts Center early this month.

A game-changer: Underdogs take on the political system

the game is about,” said Bruschke, the 
musical’s writer, producer and director 
who for the last six years has served as 
chair of CSUF’s Department of Commu-
nication Studies.

“They realize they must make the 
world better for everyone and not just 
for themselves,” said Bruschke, who be-
gan his career at CSUF in 1997 after at-
tending the university as an undergrad-

Jon Bruschke’s debut musical

By Greg Hardesty, 
contributing writer

uate (1984-88) and earning his doctorate 
in communication from the University 
of Utah in 1994.

‘Cooking with ideas’
Bruschke grew up in Salt Lake City and 

fell in love with speech and debate in high 
school when he had to take it as an elec-
tive after the metal shop class filled up.

“My brain was cooking with ideas at the 

time, and I latched onto it,” he recalled.
He says coaching CSUF’s speech and 

debate team has been the most mean-
ingful thing he’s done in his life.

“What set us apart is we would get a 
variety of students — Latinx kids, Viet-
namese, Chinese, etc.,” Bruschke said 
of his early years as speech and debate 
coach. “They’d all come together in one 
room. We were always overmatched by 
USC, Harvard, Northwestern, and other 
powerhouse speech and debate teams. 
But by the time our students were se-
niors, they were competing nationally.”

In 2004, the CSUF speech and debate 
team hit a high-water mark with an ap-
pearance in the quarterfinals of the Na-
tional Debate Tournament.

Bruschke said his experience with the 
speech and debate team informed the 
plot of his musical.

“Seemingly every demographic came 
together, and it made them feel they be-
longed,” he said of his speech and debate 
team.

“What I would love to be is the Gene 
Roddenberry of musical theater,” added 
Bruschke, referring to the creator of 
“Star Trek” on TV. “I want to be the guy 
who brings everyone together and helps 
build a future where everyone is includ-
ed and has a place.”

‘Not going to end here’ 
Bruschke began working on “Change 

the Game” in the spring of 2020. He 
would bounce ideas off bandmate and 
CSUF philosophy professor Andrew 
Howat.

In August 2022, the musical had its 
first workshop performance at the Mav-
erick Theater in Fullerton. A year later, 
four shows were held at the Chance The-
ater in Anaheim.

Musical arrangements in “Change the 
Game” are by Howat and Bruschke.

Bruschke’s son, Milo, 20, co-wrote the 
lyrics with his father. The 17 songs in 
the musical originally were recorded in 
Howat’s home studio. A key hip-hop sec-
tion was contributed by Tyrone Stokes, 
who goes by the stage name Lyrically 
Twisted.

Bruschke said he hopes “Change the 
Game” will be staged again soon.

“It was a blast, and it’s not going to 
end here,” Bruschke said. “I made a 
promise to the cast that I will push this 
as far as we can make it go.”

For more information about “Change 
the Game” visit changethegamemusical.
wordpress.com.


